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AGENDA

GLOBAL PARTNERSHiPS FOR VOCATiONAL SKiLLS 

SAN SEBASTiAN, BASQUE COUNTRY, SPAiN

2022
ON VOCATiONAL EXCELLENCE

15 TO 16 
NOVEMBER

FORUM 

11:15 From policy to practise – Examples of Vocational Excellence 
• Matthieu Merciecca, Head of mission Economy-Education and French Campus des métiers, France

• Nina-Madeleine Peitz, Scientific coordinators INNOVET programme, BIBB, Germany

• Unai Ziarsolo, International project manager at Tknika (LCAMP), Basque Country, Spain

• Hakan Kahramaner, Marine Trainer and Lecturer at University of Yalova/Yalova Vocational School, 
   Turkey 

11:45 VET fit for the future – the role for Vocational Excellence 

• Theodor Grassos, Secretary General of European Association of Institutes for Vocational Training 
   (EVBB), Greece

• Laurence Gates, Chief Executive O�cer, WorldSkills Europe, UK

• Juan Carlos Morales, Unión General de Trabajadores de España (UGT-E) CES - ETUC, Spain

• Uliana Musakina, Representative of the European Apprentice Network, Finland

• Georgios Zisimos, Head of Unit, European Training Foundation (ETF), Italy

12:45 LUNCH AT TABAKALERA 
Participants move to the meeting rooms for breakout sessions

12:30 Information on the organisation of the afternoon breakout sessions and the 
visits to the Basque VET Centres and Tknika on the morning of 16 November

14:00 First round of parallel sessions 

ROOM 1: VOCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION

Moderator: Filippo Del Ninno, Human Capital Development Specialist at the European Training 
Foundation (ETF), Italy

Speakers:
• Filippo Del Ninno, Human Capital Development Specialist at the European Training 
  Foundation (ETF), Italy
• Daniela Dal Zotto, International project manager for ENAIP NET, Italy

ROOM 2: PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS: THE KEY SUCCESS FACTORS

Moderator: Pieter Moerman, Co-founder of Katapult, and board member National Platform for 
Science and Technology, The Netherlands 

ROOM 3: MANAGING COVE PROJECTS (SUSTAINABILITY AND IMPACT)

Moderator: Angelina Taneva-Veshoska, Project leader of CATALYST, and Director at Institute for 
Research in Environment, Civil Engineering and Energy (IECE), North Macedonia
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15:30 Second round of parallel sessions 
ROOM 1: APPLIED RESEARCH

Moderator: Jone Etxebeste, International Project Manager, Tknika, Secretary at the WFCP 
a�nity group on applied research, Spain

Speakers:

• Juan P. Gamboa, Orkestra-Basque Institute of Competitiveness, University of Deusto, Spain 

• John Edwards, Secretary General European Association of Institutions in Higher Education 
(EURASHE), Belgium 

• Josu Riezu, AFM Spanish Association of Manufacturers of Machine Tools, accessories, parts 
and tools, Spain 

• Adrijana Hodak, Head of Intercompany training centre (MIC) at School Center Nova Gorica, 
Project coordinator CHALLENGER, Slovenia 

• Jakob Vest Arler, Project coordinator BARCOVE, Director of HRD at OKNygaard, Denmark 

• Vaso Anastasopoulou, Project coordinator NEARVET AR projects, Greece 

ROOM 2: LEARNER AND STAFF MOBILITY

Moderator: Giulia Meschino, Director - Secretary General, EVTA - European Vocational Training 
Association, Belgium

Speakers:

• Andrea Lombardi, CEO of UNISER, Italy
• Risto Virkkunen, International Coordinator at Kainuu Vocational College, Finland
• Pieter Hoekstra, Programme manager at PoVE Water, The Netherlands

ROOM 3: THE ERASMUS+ CALLS FOR COVES, AND MATCHMAKING

Moderator: Helene Barry, Project Adviser at European Education and Culture Executive Agency 
(EACEA), Belgium

Speakers:

• Theodor Grassos, Project coordinator TOUR-X, Greece
• Claire Challande, Project coordinator MOSAIC, France
• Angelina Taneva-Veshoska, Project coordinator CATALYST, North Macedonia
• Boudewijn Grievink, Coordinator of Community of Practice (CoP) on CoVEs, The Netherlands

16:30

COFFEE BREAK
With opportunities for networking, exploring partnerships and collaboration.

Participants move to next meeting room for breakout sessions.

COFFEE BREAK
With opportunities for networking, exploring partnerships and collaboration.

Participants move to next meeting room for breakout sessions.

15:00
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17:00 - 18:00 Third round of parallel sessions 

20:00 - 22:00 OFFICIAL  DINNER OF THE EVENT
Opportunity for networking and matchmaking for future CoVE projects 

(seating arrangements)

09:00

12:30

Visits to Basque VET centres and Tknika 
Transport arranged for departures from Hotel directly to VET Centres and return to 
Tabakalera for lunch at 12:30

14:00 The National Implementation Plans and Vocational Excellence

• Chiara Riondino, Head of Unit, European Commission, Belgium

• Maciej Lasota, Head of Unit in the Department of Strategy, Qualifications and Vocational 
   Education in the Ministry of Education and Science, Poland

• Lydia Berrocoso Rufo, Head of VET International Relations in the General Secretariat for  
   VET, in the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training, Spain

LUNCH AT TABAKALERA 

WEDNESDAY, 16 NOVEMBER 2022
DAY · 2

ROOM 1: SKILLS FOR SMART SPECIALISATION AND INDUSTRIAL CLUSTERS

Moderator:  John Edwards, Secretary General European Association of Institutions in Higher 
Education (EURASHE), Belgium  

Speakers:

• Silvia Alvarez-Santos, Policy o�cer DGREGIO, European Commission, Belgium  
• Peter Czaga, Policy o�cer DGGROW, European Commission, Belgium   
• Gregorio Cañavate Cruzado, ALLVIEW CoVE, International R&D Project Manager at Centro 
  Tecnológico del Mueble y la Madera de la Región de Murcia (CETEM), Spain

ROOM 2: COVES FOR LIFELONG LEARNING

Moderator: Max Hogeforster, Project manager of 3LoE, CHairman Hanse Parliament, Germany

ROOM 3: EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

  Moderator: Jo Ui Chrualaoich, Project manager of AEDIL, Program Manager at University 
  College Cork, Ireland 
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14:30 Vocational Excellence for Social Inclusion 

• Lida Kita, Senior Human Capital Development Expert, European Training Foundation (ETF), Italy
• Germano Nervo, Project coordinator ENAIP NET, Italy

Moderator:

OPENING:  Georgios Zisimos, Head of Unit, European Training Foundation (ETF), Italy

• Zeynep Dereli, Founder and Manager, Tink Technology and Humanity College, Istanbul, Turkey 

• Besim Xhaja, Head of Development Unit, Hospitality and Tourism School of Tirana, Albania

• Lev Berman, Director, Amal Shimon Peres Entrepreneurship Center, Tel Aviv, Israel

• Priscilla Chihota, Grants Administrator, DAPP/ Ponesai Vanhu Technical College, Zimbabwe

• Enock Juma, Partnership Manager, DAPP Mikolongwe Vocational School, Malawi

• Mirian Memarne, Project coordinator, LEPL College "Akhali Talga", Georgia

Panellists: 
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15:30 

16:00 Vocational Excellence for the Green and Digital transition 

16:30 The European Universities initiative and Centres of Vocational Excellence

• Chiara Riondino, Head of Unit, European Commission, Belgium

• Birgit Arens, Senior Project O�cer at Eurochambres, Belgium

• Bojan Jovanovski, Project coordinator of GREENOVET, FH JOANNEUM University of Applied 
   Sciences, Austria

• Ralph Hippe, Expert, Cedefop, Greece

• John Edwards, Secretary General European Association of Institutions in Higher Education 
   (EURASHE), Belgium

• Jon Altuna Iraola, Academic Vice-Rector, Mondragon Unibertsitatea, Spain

• Slavka Tzanova, Project coordinator of ECOVEM, Technical University of Sofia, Bulgaria 

• Tamar Kitiashvili, Director general of Skills Agency, Georgia 

• Xavier Matheu de Cortada, Director ad interim, European Training Foundation (ETF), Italy

• Jokin Bildarratz, Minister of Education of the Basque Government, Spain

17:00 Summary of the main highlights from the parallel sessions on 15 November 

17:10 - 17:30 Closing session 

COFFEE BREAK 


